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Veterans Memorial Greenway
Project Update and
Review of Memorial Concepts

Matthew Parent, Transportation
Kurt Chatfield, Office of Planning

Design/Engineering Overview RpW

* Project Schedule
« Alignment Update and RR Coordination
* Questions/Comments
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Project Schedule

» Phase 1 (CSAH 32 to 105" Street) — 2023 Construction
» Phase 2 (East of 105! Street RR crossing to TH 52) — 2023/2024
* Phase 3 (Dodd Road to CSAH 32) — 2024/2025

CONSTRUCTION
PHASE 1 PHASE 2 PHASE 3

4

2021

Alignment Update

» Coordination with
County Natural
Resource staff

 Alignment adjusted
to preserve high-
value trees / limit
walls

Index (101)
Intermodiate (2 1)
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Alignment Update

« Utilizing RR ROW to North not accepted
* Tunnel under TH 52 is more cost effective
« MnDOT supportive

- * »

TH52 CROSSING - BOX CULVERT OPTION
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Memorial Concepts Overview RV~

1. Veterans Advisory Group

2. Memorial types
 Basic = built by County with greenway

» Enhanced = Aspirational concepts seeking external funds

3. Review memorial themes and concepts

Veterans Advisory Group

» Board directed staff to convene a Veterans
Advisory Group

» 14 members representing Air Force, Army,
Marines, Navy, and Gold Star Families met eight
times

 Held focus groups with Black Veterans and Native
American Veterans
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Veterans Memorial Greenway
“Basic” Memorial

Drinking fountain

Thick, live-wood post with carved interpretive message
Star shaped planter features poppies

Kiosk

Charging station

. Bench with interpretive audio
. Native prairie seeding

Wooden pergola with impermeable roof near perimeter, louvered
panels to screen utility poles

. Interpretive panel

. Striped pavement
. Trash & Recycling
. Bike fixing station
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Memorial Corridor
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* Ten memorials along the Veterans Memorial Greenway
* Two major memorials, eight minor memorials
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Memorial 1: Military Places
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Additional flags are |+ ‘
.| enhanced features,
& | to be built with

external funds.

Flag poles
. Drinking fountain
Thick, live-wood post with carved interpretive message
. Star shaped planter features poppies
Kiosk
Charging station
. Bench with interpretive audio
Native prairie seeding
Wooden pergola with impermeable roof near perimeter, louvered
panels to screen utility poles
. Interpretive panel
. Striped pavement, opportunity for donor pavers
Trash & Recycling
. Bike fixing station
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Gopher Ordnance Nike Missile Fleming Field
Works Base
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Memorial 2;: Gold Star Families

Labyrinth, star shelter, bat

with external funds.
— _

Gateway with art or interpretive opportunity
. Lake Overlook
. Labyrinth with battlefield cross sculpture at center
Corten memorial walls frame and screen views
Curved stone monument with names of Dakota
County Veterans
Seating node with star shaped benches
. Open air park shelter & picnic area
. 2 seat accessible restroom
Basic node with trail amenities and interpretive panel
Small ornamental trees beneath power lines
Stone gold star sculpture and flag pole with US and
‘ Gold Star flags.

. Small parking area with 5 stalls
Parking expansion if needed
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Labyrinth, star shelter, bathroom,
and parking are enhanced features,
to be built with external funds.
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hroom, and

parking are enhanced features, to be built
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Military silhouettes on bridge
approach are enhanced features, to
be built with external funds.

A. Drinking fountain I.  Bench with interpretive audio
B. Trash & recycling J.  Wooden pergola with impermeable roof near
© C. Thick, live-wood post with carved interpreti peri , louvered panels to screen utility poles
D. Star shaped planter features poppies K. Striped pavement, opportunity for donor pavers
E. Interpretive panel L. Planted area with large silhouettes from 1st MN
F.  Wayfinding sign Infantry Regiment
G. Kiosk M. Si of military uni history
~ H. Charging station

fence aircraft figures are
| enhanced features, to be
built with external funds.

Aviation themed mural on fence
. Paint trail to mimic markings on runway

Establish native pollinator-friendly plants

Mown grass circles with paver edging pay tribute to
circular airfields used by V-5 cadets

. Interpretive panel

Bench with interpretive audio

. Trash & recycling
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Memorial 4: Flyers
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| Yellow ribbon pergola and wind chimes are enhanced features, to be built with
external funds.
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Memorial 6: MIA Prairie

: Decision to Serve
Interpretive Panel 2: Service Experience
. Interpretive Panel 3: Effects on Family
Interpretive Panel 4: Leaving Military Service
Interpretive Panel 5: Reflection of Service
MIA Prairie
Strolling loop
Raised topography creates screen between strolling
loop and main trail
I. Bench
J.  Drinking fountain
K. Striped pavement, opportunity for donor pavers
L. Trash & recycling
M. Star shaped planter features poppies
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nterpretive sculptures
and strolling loop are
enhanced features, to be
built with external funds.
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. Thick, live-wood post with carved interpretive
message

. Wooden pergola with impermeable roof near
perimeter, louvered panels to screen utility poles
Charging station

~ Note: To achieve strolling loop design intent the trail buffer is extended
50' to 100’ offset from trail centerline in MIA Prairie
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World map? réering

A World map - Places Dakota County residents have
served
B. Sand bag memorial facade
C. Bench
D. Striped pavement, opportunity for donor pavers
E. Star shaped planter features poppies
2 F. Flag pole
X, G. Trash & recycling
e S H. Drinking fountain
Concrete sandbag facades, I Thick, live-wood post with carved interpretive
> message
east plaza, and world map are J. Wooden pergola with impermeable roof near

perimeter, louvered panels to screen utility poles

enhanced features, to be . Charging station
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Memorial 8: In the Service

Purple heart plaza, seating, service branch
monuments, obstacle course, and walkway flags are
enhanced features, to be built with external funds.
Shelter and bathroom to be built at a later date, as
the trailhead.

Event or temporary memorial
display field
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Purple heart plaza, audience seating,
monuments to service branches, obstacle

course, and walkway flags are enhanced
features, to be built with external funds.

Shelter and bathroom to be built at a later
date, as trailhead.
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Memorial 9: Native American Vets . Zx€7
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Native American tribes’ symbology and sculpture

h

and railing enh ts are ed features

and built with external funds.

>

Map of sites in Dakota County with military
significance
Gateway sign on culvert: Welcome to VMG
Gateway sign on culvert: Now leaving VMG
Bench
Flag pole
Star shaped planter features poppies
Interpretive sign
Striped pavement, opportunity for donor pavers
Thick, live-wood post with carved interpretive
message
. Wooden pergola with impermeable roof near
perimeter, louvered panels to screen utility poles
. Charging station
Drinking fountain
. Trash & recycling
. Bike fixing station
. Seat/retaining wall

Additional flags
and interpretive
material are
enhanced features
and built with
external funds.
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Next Steps

 Review draft plan at March PDC and consider
releasing for public review period

 Consider adoption in June 2022
» Build basic memorials with trail construction

 Support Veteran efforts to pursue funding for
enhanced memorials
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